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Standard Operating Procedure
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Escapes and recapture: Mice and Rats


Revised March 2017
Purpose: to provide instructions for recapture of escapees
Policy: to meet or exceed the standards as set out in the CCAC Guide to the

Care and Use of Experimental Animals
Responsibility: Technologists and Research team
PROCEDURES:

1. 
Mice and rats can accidentally escape when the wrong lid is applied to plastic cages or the lids are not closed properly. 

2. 
Ensure the lids are closed properly whether using Innorak or wire cages.
Why?  Mice do not have the strength to lift the lids of their cages but they are small and need wires that will not allow them to squeeze through.

Rats are stronger and need clips to prevent them from pushing the lids off.

3. 
If animal escapes notify animal care technologists. If the escape occurs after hours and the cage is unknown, contact either the veterinarian on call or technologist on call (numbers posted on the wall).

4.  
If a mouse escapes from the cage there can be two conditions.

a) Escape has just occurred and you are aware of the situation. Remedy: Carefully recapture the mouse/rat and place in its cage. Confirm it is the correct cage. If it is not your animal, notify the animal care technicians.

b) Escape has occurred and you are not aware that it has happened until hours or a day later. Remedy: Notify the animal care technicians immediately.

5. 
Containment: Escaped mice held in mouse rooms are usually still in the room due to door barriers. Recapture mouse, check for proper cage and return to cage. If it is not your animal, notify the animal care technicians. 

Escaped rats held in rat rooms are always within the rooms unless someone has released them. Recapture rat, check for proper cage and return to cage. 

6. 
Preset traps: There are preset traps in the feed room, and the higher risk mouse rooms. Check traps frequently if an escapee is known to exist.
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