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EXCELLENCE AT EVERY LEVEL AT LAURENTIAN UNIVERSITY 

Each year, many celebrations of the Francophonie 
are held around the world, including on March 20, 
which is both International Francophonie Day and the 
International Day of Happiness! In this second issue of 
the Newsletter from the Office of the Associate Vice-

President, Academic and Francophone Affairs, we will 
highlight the people, initiatives and areas of Laurentian 
University contributing to the advancement of our 
services and programs in French.

MARCH: CELEBRATING FRANCOPHONIE MONTH

Nicole Dubuc-Charbonneau

In December, the manager of the 
Consortium national de formation en 
santé at Laurentian University, Nicole 
Dubuc-Charbonneau, received the 
Young Professionals Award of 
the Canadian Sport Psychology 
Association (CSPA). Presented 
annually to a member of the CSPA, 
the award recognizes best practices 
by a young professional in the field 
of mental performance consulting 
in Canada. The creativity of her 
interactive workshops was noted as 
particularly impressive.

Alain Doom Annie Roy-Charland

In February, assistant professor and 
chair of the French-language theatre 
program at Laurentian, Alain Doom, 
received the Emerging Artist 
Literary Award 2016 from the 
Association des auteures et 
auteurs de l’Ontario français 
(AAOF) for his play Un neurinome 
sur une balançoire. “Among all 
of French-Ontario’s emerging 
voices, Alain Doom’s stands out 
in this incredible work,” said Éric 
Charlebois, president, and Yves 
Turbide, executive director of AAOF. 

In early March, Annie Roy-
Charland, associate professor in 
the Department of Psychology 
and principal investigator in 
Laurentian University’s Cognitive 
Health Research Lab, received the 
institution’s Research Excellence 
Award 2016. A few days earlier, 
she was among the recipients of 
the Louise Picard Public Health 
Research Grant, awarded by the 
Sudbury and District Health Unit.



PARTNERSHIPS IN EDUCATION: A RECORD YEAR 
DESPITE SOME CHALLENGES

Activities of the Office of Francophone Affairs 
(OFA) at Laurentian University – in terms of 
partnerships, participants and positioning – reached 
record highs this year. For the fourth Caravan 
of Programs (Caravane des programmes), held 
December 8, 9 and 10, 2015, the OFA doubled its 
partnerships and strengthened relationships with 
Ontario postsecondary institutions. The Caravan 
went from three institutions in 2012 (Glendon, 
Boréal and Laurentian) to six (Glendon, Boréal, 
Laurentian, La Cité, Ottawa and Saint- Paul). All 
in all, there were 650 registrations this year and 
about 1,000 certificates were awarded to students 
through training sessions given by experts from our 
institutions. Laurentian alone connected with some 
300 students through its training sessions. 

What is the Caravan of Programs?

The Caravan of Programs goes to Central-South-
Western Ontario to reach out to students in their area 
and present some Franco-Ontarian postsecondary 

destinations. A diversified team of faculty experts 
from the postsecondary institutions works together 
to offer students a wide range of specialist high skills 
majors (SHSM).

Greater Sudbury and Nipissing 
Postsecondary Destinations Fair

On February 17, nearly 500 high school students from 
four Francophone school boards in northern Ontario 
attended the fourth Postsecondary Destinations 
Fair (Foire des destinations postsecondaires). 
Eleven partners, among which Canadian colleges 
and universities, were at Laurentian University 
to present some prospects for the future – from 
learning, to postsecondary studies to the labour 
market. Approximately 54 workshops were given 
throughout the day by faculty and other experts from 
participating institutions who discussed many career 
options and training programs offered in Ontario and 
elsewhere in Canada.



INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE GIRL

On February 18, the Centre Victoria pour femmes and 
Laurentian University organized a day of awareness 
for teenage girls in Northern Ontario. Normally held 
each fall in conjunction with the International Day of 
the Girl, this initiative allowed 150 grade nine girls to 
participate in fun activities around important topics, 
such as media influences, well-being, self-esteem and 
prospective postsecondary studies. This initiative, held 
annually for four years now, is a collaboration of Centre 
Victoria pour femmes, the Office of Francophone Affairs 
at Laurentian University and the five French-language 
school boards in northern Ontario. Its purpose is to help 
improve the lives of girls, not only as citizens, but as 
agents of change in their families, their communities 
and society as a whole.

Consequences of the labour disruption on 
school activities last fall 

This tremendous success didn’t happen without effort. 
In fact, the Postsecondary Destinations Fair and the Day 
of the Girl were initially to take place on October 12 
and 13, 2015. One working day prior to these events, 
the Ministry of Education – the funding body of these 
initiatives – put a general hold on school activities 
because of a labour conflict. With both events ready 
to go, everything was postponed to mid-February and 
significant work was required to coordinate all of the 
steps needed for cancelation and rescheduling.

The educational partners’ team of the Office of 
Francophone Affairs thanks all of its collaborators for 
their understanding of the sudden turnabout. Everyone 
dealt with these uncontrollable factors with the utmost 
resiliency and we are very grateful for the compassion 
shown by all stakeholders involved. Thank you!  

Current and upcoming events: Virtual Experts: continues until June 30, 2016; Readiness 
workshops (Destination réussite): May 11 and 12, 2016; Voyageurs en herbe Camps: June 7, 8 
and 9, 2016. 



COMITÉ DE RÉDACTION
Benoît Clément (bclement@laurentienne.ca), Sophia Bagaoui-Fradette (sbagaouifradette@laurentienne.ca). Keep following us 
on social media: facebook.com/ulaurentienne; twitter.com/ulaurentienne; instagram.com/ulaurentienne                  

LAURENTIAN RESEARCH WEEK: SPOTLIGHT ON FACULTY FROM OUR FRENCH-
LANGUAGE PROGRAMS

Throughout the week of February 29 
to March 4th, Laurentian University 
celebrated Research Week on 
campus. In collaboration with the 
Communications department, the 
Office of Francophone Affairs was 
on the air at Radio-Canada each 
morning that week to promote our 
French-language programs. 

This was a popular initiative in which 
many faculty expressed interest. 
Thank you!  
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LAURENTIAN’S FRANCOPHONIE ON A GLOBAL STAGE

Since the fall, Laurentian University has continued to take 
steps to position itself in the international Francophonie. 
During fairs and official meetings, we increased 
awareness of Laurentian’s French-language programs 
and services among many dignitaries and representatives 

of educational institutions in Algeria, Cameroon, Ivory 
Coast, France, Morocco and Senegal. A complete list of 
partnerships that were formed and renewed is online at: 
www.laurentienne.ca/francophonie/international. 
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